IN   MOSUL

a prison. On being taken before the judge, he
pleaded "Not guilty/5 and said that he had been
suffering for some days from a terrible pain in his
tooth, and yesterday had gone to the hakeem
(doctor) to obtain medicine to relieve the pain.
The doctor had told him that the best cure for
his pain was to drink a little brandy, so he had
followed his advice, with the result that he fell
asleep and only awoke to find himself in prison.
The judge then commiserated the man on having
such bad pain, but assured him it was easily remedied.
Calling to one of his servants, he ordered him to
go at once and fetch the barber, who acted as
dentist to all such sufferers. The prisoner assured
his excellency the judge that it really did not
matter, the pain was better. " But," said the judge
sympathetically, " it may come back." The barber
was brought and told to examine the man's mouth.
Finding no sign of decay, he assured the judge
that the teeth were sound. The judge began to
revile the dentist, saying, "You call yourself a
dentist and do not know which is the tooth caus-
ing this man pain. Find it, and pull it out at
once." Trembling, the dentist took his forceps and
extracted a back tooth. "Let me see," cried the
judge. "Why, that is not rotten; what do you
mean by pulling out a good tooth ? Pull the rotten
one out at once/' Then the dentist again operated
on his unwilling victim, and a second time the
judge upbraided him for not drawing the right
tooth, and ordered him to go on till he had found
the one that was decayed. The wretched prisoner,
feeling he could not bear to lose any more teeth,
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